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Habitat:

The Sea Nettle is found along the U.S. East Coast, Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico. They prefers waters having as little as 12 ppt salinity.  Living in estuaries the sea nettle lacks serious competition from most other jellyfish. In fact they eat their most abundant competitors, the comb jellies. Adult sea nettles have few natural predators in the middle reaches of large bays because fish species (harvestfish, butterfish) observed feeding on sea nettles prefer waters of higher salinity.

Description:

This jellyfish is saucer- shaped with brown or red pigments, usually 15 – 20 cm in diameter. Four oral arms and long marginal tentacles hang from the bell.  The oral arms are two to three times the diameter of the bell. Where as the marginal tentacles are three to four times the diameter of the bell.

Sea Nettle�Chrysaora quinquecirrha
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