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Moon Jellyfish

Aurelia aurita
Habitat: 

This jelly is found worldwide in temperate and tropical waters, where it feeds in quiet bays and harbors. It is commonly found in Monterey Bay and along the California coast, and in the waters off the East Coast, Europe, Japan and in the Gulf of Mexico.   

Description: 

The moon jelly has a transparent, saucer-shaped bell and is easily identified by the four pink horseshoe-shaped gonads visible through the bell. Its cap averages about 20 cm in diameter but some are known to exceed 45cm. Instead of long, trailing tentacles, these jellies have a short, fine fringe that helps funnel food—often trapped by mucus on the bell—into the mouth. Although the moon jelly does have a sting, it poses little threat to humans. 
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